Keeper, keeper, may we cross your golden river in your golden boat?

This has been taken from “Positive Playtimes – exciting ideas for a calmer school” by Jenny Mosley and Georgia Thorp – available from the circle time shop on this website, or by telephoning 01225 767157.

1. Everybody stands on a line at one end of the playing area.

2. A child is chosen to be the keeper, and stands in the middle of the playing area.

3. an imaginary golden river with a golden boat floating on it separates the players from the other side of the playing area.

4. The players chant:

Keeper, keeper, may we cross your golden river in your golden boat?

5. The keeper chooses something some of the players have in common, and replies; for example, “only if you are wearing …. a watch / the colour blue / trainers.”

6. Any players who fit the category cross to the other side.

7. The remaining players then try to get to the other side without being caught by the keeper.

8. Any player caught joins the keeper.  The game continues until all the players have been caught.

